Hemodialysis
Peritoneal dialysis High caloric High caloric High caloric Low caloric HD HD PD PD Survival ++ Survival ++ Survival ++ Survival + Fig. 1 . Hypothesis that caloric intake (dotted arrows) rather than body composition (large circle represents the obese, small circle represents the lean) dictates survival on dialysis. In spite of potentially reduced oral caloric intake by the underweight peritoneal dialysis (PD) patients, the dextrose in the PD dialysate ensures a minimum "high" caloric intake, theoretically accounting for a survival no less than the obese PD patients. Lack of caloric compensation among the underweight hemodialysis patients may explain a reduced survival rate.
On the epithelial-mesenchymal transition of mesothelial cells To the Editor: In a recently published review article, Williams et al [1] , on behalf of the Biopsy Registry Study Group, to which some of us belong, raise several criticisms regarding the paper published by our group in the New England Journal of Medicine [2] without first consulting us or taking into account our opinion. In general, these comments are not scientifically based and appear to be personal opinions.
Williams et al remarked only on our data regarding the down-regulation of cytokeratin expression and the increase in vimentin expression by effluent mesothelial cells when compared to "in situ" cells, sentencing that these markers are modulated by the simple "ex vivo" culture of mesothelial cells, questioning the epithelialmesenchymal transition phenomenon itself. With this simplistic point of view, the authors left out additional and much more important markers, which confirmed the epithelial-mesenchymal transition in our study (i.e., down-regulation of E-cadherin, induction of snail nuclear factor, and changes in integrin expression).
Furthermore, they affirm to be "unable to identify in vivo similar fibroblastic phenotypic changes in the 866
